the good life

life lessons

-4 Jordan waits on the shore barracuda,” one young lady says. that mncludes kpvaking, caving, dnft
J I m of Eleuthera Tsland as his Anather, beaming as she shows off snorkeling, and sland exploration:
students emerge from the Caribbean- — her treasure, savs, “Took! [ found Today, the last of seven days in the
blue warter. Laughing and squealing, this conch shell This is sa cool.™ Bahamas, the students have scudied
they chatter about thewr snorkeling They're all arending Wild Current Cut, known for a 9-knot
experience. “1 siwa stngray and a Studies, a marine-ecology adventure  tidal Aow and incredible marine life.
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After visitine the Bahamas, Wisconsin msurance broker [im Jordan said, I
g A J i

quit,” and moved to the islands. His leap led to Wild Studies ecological school.

Jima smiles as he responds to their

rapid questions, After 16 summers
45 owner/dircetor of this ccoinstiote,
his own entlusiasin about the
program sill marches the students”,

A former insurance broker
Waupaca, Wisconsin, fim completely
chianged his life after a fiiend invited

him o visit Eleuthera, Aftera few
daye exploring the island. Jim began
0 map out a business plan for a new
career. He winted to offer people a
travel destinacion they could experi-
ence as adventrers, Not as [ourists,
Omce back home, he shipped 2 1977
pickup truck, 1 Kayaks, and 10 sets

of scuba gear ro start his ecolopical
program. “That firse year we did
two onc-weoek classes,” [im says,
“MNow we offer 1 to 11 weeklong
sessions each summer,”

He recruies participants by
working with high school—and
college-level science and bislogy
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the good life

“I hope to encourage and teach others to get out there, have a life

full of adventure, and become a traveler, not a tourist.” i jous

teachers in the United States, “le's
more than a fun crip—rthis bulds
résumes and chamerer.” [im says.
“These kids came to 2 strange
crvirormment and have a life-
changing expenience. T believe
that learning paes far bevond the
classroom and lectures,”

Wisitors to the Wild Srudies

camp discover a modest hotel under
the palm trees. Jun built the brightly

painted cottages, most of the fir-
nittire, and aomain lodge wsed

tor meals and group lesons. A
windmg path with hand-painted
sagms leads te the outpost’s private
share. Swings, hammacks, and

chairs nestle in shaded recesses along

the tral for rest and reflection.
Jimsavs of his program, “Life
experiences and world ravel

coneribute much to our abilicy to

deal with the unexpected, function

i a strange enviromment or culture,
and learn mew skills, all of which
increase confidence and decision-
making abilities, 1t's my hope thar
the kids take these lessons home
sath thern, " Ak

FEA Srodies Baliamas Blue and Outpost
Eleitlers fotel fopen to the pudiic); calt
Fna oTE5- 1119 or visit unldstudies conr
and perpostirel conr.

jim’s advice for taking the plunge

save U lim was able to make his transition because
of a profitable insurance career and smart raal astate
investments. Teday, he splits his time Getween Miami,
Eleuthera, and an additional schaol in Costa Rica oper-
ated by his son. Reade.

adjust to island life. "You just can't run down to

the corner store and get it—it’s plan ahead, plan ahezd,

plan ahead,” Jim says. Most supplies are shipped or
Flown in from the United States, and orders often take
weeks to arrive.
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become a local. Learn all you can-about the culture.
Jirn says, 1 buy as much as pessible from islandears.

get involved. Jim founded:a library on the island,
He also recently bought fire extinguishars far every home
in ihe James Cistern township,

attract clientele. Wild Studizs Assistant Direcior
Tara Sheort visits schoals throughout the year, pramating
enroliment, Her efforis haye attracted students from
Calorads, Texas, and the Midwest,



